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Dr. Teresa Glaze:   Teresa.Glaze@illinois.gov

Founding Team Leader GC Team

Illinois Division of Mental Health

October 18, 2023

GOVERNOR’S CHALLENGE
PRESENTER
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WHAT IS THE 
ILLINOIS GOVERNORS CHALLENGE ?

A collaboration of both public and private partnerships

           Including the following State Agencies:

• Illinois Division of Mental Health
• Illinois Department of  Veterans Affairs

• Illinois Department of Public Health
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OTHER KEY STAKEHOLDERS TO THE GOVERNORS 
CHALLENGE TEAM

• VETERANS AFFAIRS ADMINISTRATION

• McCORMICK FOUNDATION

• ILLINOIS JOINING FORCES

• ILLINOIS HOSPITAL ASSOCIATION

• SAFER FOUNDATION

• DePAUL UNIVERSITY

• STATE REPRESENTATIVE STEPHANIE KIFOWIT
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GOVERNOR’S CHALLENGE GOAL

TO PREVENT SUICIDE AMONG 

SERVICE MEMBERS, VETERANS AND THEIR FAMILIES
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GOVERNORS CHALLENGE PRIORITY AREAS

1.   Assessing and Screening for Suicide Risk Factors

2. Connectedness and Care Transitions

3. Lethal Means Safety
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ASSESSING AND SCREENING FOR SUICIDE 
RISK FACTORS

• Implementing use of the Columbia Suicide Severity Rating Scale 
in all Illinois Hospitals (IHA Network)

• Ask the Question – “Have you or a loved one ever served in 
the Military”? 

• Providing Training Statewide on Military Cultural Competence
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CONNECTEDNESS AND CARE TRANSITIONS

• Connect our SMVF population with linkages to necessary        
services

• Use of Calling 988 then press 1   VETERANS CRISIS LINE 
in emergencies or Texting 838255

• Providing a Warm Handoff to Illinois Joining Forces (IJF) and 
other support services
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LETHAL MEANS SAFETY

Providing Time and Distance between the “thought of suicide” 
and “access to lethal means”

• Provide safe storage of all Firearms/Weapons

• Distribute Gun Locks

• Use of Ammunition Can

• Dispose of expired Prescription Medication (Rx)
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SUICIDE RISK FACTORS

• People with Depression

• People with Trauma

• People with PTSD

• Loss of Housing/ Employment

• Divorce or  Death of a Loved One
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GOVERNORS CHALLENGE TRAINING PORTAL

EDUCATION IS THE KEY

Train all learners in the State of Illinois on Suicide Risk 
Factors

&

Military Cultural Competence

GOAL:  REACH 70,000 Illinois Citizens and Train them!
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TRAINING PORTAL LEARNING PATHWAYS

• Hospital/Medical Staff

• Emergency/Non-Emergency Staff

• Law Enforcement/Criminal/Legal

• Education

• Lay Person

• First Responders/Call Centers

• Veterans Service Organizations

• Faith Based Community

• Social Service
2023 13
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/alachuacounty/17432053881
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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GOVERNORS CHALLENGE TRAINING PORTAL 
WEBSITE

•www.governorschallenge.iIllinois.gov

• Email Address:  DHS.DMH.GC@illinois.gov

Presentation  tit le
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QUESTIONS

THANK YOU

Dr. Teresa Glaze

Teresa.Glaze@illinois.gov
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